
Book Review 

Horatio Alger Jr. – Paul Prescott’s Charge 

Age Appropriateness 

 

Reading Level 

 

Genre Fiction 

Language (Col 3:8; Eph 4:29; Matt 5:37; Titus 2:8)  

 1 use of “darned” 

Mature Themes 

 

False Teaching (Titus 1:10-11) 

All of Alger’s writings have the Rags-to-Riches philosophy in them. 

Violence (1 Tim 3:3; Prov 16 29) 

None 

Impurity (Eph 5:5; Isa 64:6; 1 Thes 4:7-8) 

None 

Bad Characters (1 Cor 15:33) 

Mr. and Mrs. Mudge (owners of the Poorhouse) - let’s just say they’re not known for their 

charity;  George Dawkins – steals, lies, and gambles 

 

 

 

 

6 10 14 16 18+ All None 

6 10 14 16 18+ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rags-to-riches


“The speaker was a tall, pompous-looking man, whose age appeared to verge close upon fifty. 

He was sitting bolt upright in a high-backed chair, and looked as if it would be quite impossible 

to deviate from his position of unbending rigidity. Squire Benjamin Newcome, as he was called, 

in the right of his position as Justice of the Peace, Chairman of the Selectmen, and wealthiest 

resident of Wrenville, was a man of rule and measure. He was measured in his walk, measured 

in his utterance, and measured in all his transactions. He might be called a dignified machine. 

He had a very exalted conception of his own position, and the respect which he felt to be his 

due, not only from his own household, but from all who approached him. If the President of the 

United States had called upon him, Squire Newcome would very probably have felt that he 

himself was the party who conferred distinction, and not received it.” 

Paul Prescott’s Charge tells the story of a young boy who is orphaned and his struggles to pay 

off a debt that his father left behind. 

 

Major Book Themes 

Honesty 

 
 
Find a free eBook of Paul Prescott’s Charge here 
http://manybooks.net/titles/algerhoretext95presc10.html   

http://manybooks.net/titles/algerhoretext95presc10.html

